EXPERIMENT OF LIBERAL  MONARCHY

acquired 'national property', Voltairians who were hostile to the
influence of the clergy, and soldiers who were attached to the
tricolour flag, all united in a common hatred for the family of the
Bourbons, whom they accused of having fought against France
and abandoned the territories won by the Revolution.

Almost the whole nation was divided between these two camps,
both of which, for different reasons, were hostile to the system
established by the Charter. The small minority upholding the
Charter had the support of Louis XVIII, whose desire it was to
reign quietly over a united nation; but his brother, the Count
of Artois, who was to be his successor, was the friend of the Ultras.
Following the English usage, the grouping of the deputies in
the hall where the Chamber held its sessions was on party lines,
the partisans of the ministry being on the right of the president and
its opponents on the left. But whereas in England the parties
change sides when the ministry passes from one party to the other,
in France the parties always sat in the same place, the adversaries
of the Revolution on the right, and the Liberals on the left, so that
the terms 'right' and left' acquired a permanent significance,
which still attaches to them and has entered into the political
parlance of other states. The centre, which was occupied by the
partisans of the Charter, was divided into the 'right centre' and
the 'left centre'.

From this period dates an important difference between France
and England with regard to the practical relations between the
assemblies and the Government. Till recently the English Houses
of Parliament were divided into two classes, each organized as
a permanent party, and holding power alternately, according as
one or the other of them possessed a majority. The French Chanv
ber has continued to be divided into several groups, so that the
majority is generally formed of a coalition of several groups; with
the result that a single group can remain permanently in power
by changing part only of the majority.

Following the practice of previous assemblies, the Chamber
revived voting by standing up or sitting down, and the preliminary
examination of all business by a special commission, the members
of which were elected by bureaux into which the deputies were
divided by lot.

From the first, political conflicts were much more violent than
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